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Planting for Pollinators

Whatis apollinator? Materials:
Apollinatorisananimal-usuallyaninsect-that helpsto make Flower seeds
plants grow. They do this by picking up pollen from the part of Atrowel (fordigging)

aflower called astamenanddroppingitonanotherpartofaflower Popsicle sticks
called astigma. Moving the pollen helps the plant make fruits and Watersource

seeds. Plant pots (optional)

Potting soil (optional)
Why are pollinatorsimportant? ]
Doyouliketo eat? One out of every three bites of food you eat exists because pollinatorsare
doingtheirjob. Forsome plants, ifthe flower doesn’'t get help to move the pollen, itwon't make
any morefruitsor seeds. Forinstance, ifwedidn'thave any bees, apple treeswouldn't produce
the applesthatwe enjoy eating.

Doyou liketobreathe cleanair? Three out of four flowering plants need pollinatorsto be
healthy. Healthy plants clean our air, supply oxygen and supportwildlife.

How canyou help the pollinators?

Bees, butterflies, moths, wasps, bats, hummingbirds and even some smallmammals (like
squirrels)playarolein giving plantsahand, butthey need allthe help they can get. Youcan
help by planting flowersinyouryard thatattractthe pollinators. Onthe next pagearesome
plantsthatwill attract pollinatorstoyouryard. Look atthe listand pick ones thatyou would like
togrow.

Gowithanadulttoagardenstoreand buysome flower seeds. (Usethe suggestionsonthe

nextpage.)

o Pickasunnyspotinyouryard, clearawaythe grassanddigupthesoilsoitislooseand
crumbly, OR, fillsome plant potswith soil. Leave aboutaninch atthe top of each pot.

o Addalittlewater, butnottoo much.Askanadultto helpyoudecide how much.

o Pokeaholeinthetopofthesoil, droptheseedinandfillinthe holewith moresoil. Checkthe
seed packettoseehowdeeptoplantthe seeds.

o Pokeapopsiclestickabouthalfwayintothesoil by each seed, soyouknowwheretheyare.

o Besureyourseedsgetplentyofwater.Givethemadrinkaboutevery otherday.

« Enjoywatchingyour plantsgrowandbloom!Seeifyou canspotthe pollinators!

o Sharepicturesofyour pollinatorgarden with the hashtag #MCMuseumFromHome



Native Plantsthat Encourage Pollinators:

Butterfly Weed - attracts monarch
butterflies. It needs sunto partshade.

Purple Coneflower - attracts butterflies,
beesand beetles.
Itneedssuntopartshade.

Bee-Balm - attracts butterflies,
beesand hummingbirds. It needs
sunto partshade.

Sunflower - attracts bees and butterflies. It
needs mostly sun.

Wild Columbine - attracts bees, butterflies,
mothsand hummingbirds.Itneeds part
shadetoallshade.

Joe-Pye Weed - attracts
beesand butterflies.
Itneedssuntopartshade.

Evening Primrose - attracts moths.
Itneedssunto partshade.

Gentian - attracts bees.
Itneeds partshade.

Blazing Star - attracts butterflies
andbees.Itneedssunto partshade.

Lupine - attracts butterflies,
beesand hummingbirds.
Itneedssuntopartshade.
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