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Name Game

Names canbeveryinteresting. Somelastnames, also called Approximate Time: 30-45
surnames, telluswhere our ancestors came from. Forinstance, || minutes
thelastname“Kent”tellsusthataperson’sancestors probably (| Materials:

camefrom England, sinceKentis aplacein England. Somelast Paper/Pencil

names cantelluswhatourancestorsdid foraliving, likethe Basket or tote for collect-
name “Cooper.” Didyou knowthata cooperisabarrelbuilder? ingitems
Apersonwhoselastnameis Cooperprobably had along-ago Items from around your

relativewho builtbarrelsforaliving. house

Yourfirstor middle name maybe special becauseyouare
named after arelative, friend orevenaplace! Have you ever asked your parents howyou got
your name?You may be surprised tolearnsomething new!

People’snames help historianstoo. They canuseall sorts ofresourcestofind outwhere
peoplelived, who their family memberswere and whatkind of work they did. Notonly can
you find outmore aboutyourselfthisway, but all puttogether, thisinformation helps us
understand more about how Marshall County and the United States grew and changed over
time.

o Talktofamilymembersabouthowyougotyourfirstnameandwhatyourlastname
means.

o Or,haveanadulthelpyouGoogleyourlastnameto find out moreaboutit.

« Havesomefunwithyourname.Decidewhetheryouwantto useyourfirstorlastname
andwriteitlengthwise downtheside of asheet of paper.(Seethe example.)

o Huntaroundyourhouseoryardto findsomething that beginswith each letter of your
name. Forexample, ifyour namestartswith theletterP,’you mightfind apencilora
pinecone. Writethename of eachitem nexttoits letter.

« Whenyouhaveallofyouritems, linethemupinarowandshowothersyournamein
objects.

o Mixtheitemsupandchallengeafamilymembertoputthemintherightordertospell
your name.

SHARE:

o Postpicturesofyournameinobjectsonsocialmediawiththe hashtag
#MCMuseumFromHome.



Example fromthe Marshall County Historical Society:

The Marshall County Historical Society has many MAPS of the
countyanditstownships. Mostofthemareveryold. Theytella
story aboutthe growth of Marshall County.

This UKULELE is partofthe Museum's large collection of musical
instruments. Aukulelelooks like avery small guitar.

ASIDE SADDLEwas made forafemalehorseriderwearingalong
skirt. Thisoneis part ofthe Museum'’s Livery Stable Exhibit.

Before people had electricity, they used a hand-cranked EGG
BEATERS. Thecook helditatthetopwithonehandandturnedthe
side handle with the otherto make the beaters rotate.

This UNIFORM wasworn by amember of a high school marching
band. Notice allthe buttons down the frontofthejacket.Itis part of
an exhibitatthe Marshall County Museum.

MAILBOXES like this onewerevery common afewyearsago. Letters
couldbeslippedintotheboxthrough aslotnearthetop. Thenamail
workerwould openthebox everydayandtaketheletterstothepost
office.
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