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History Detective

Imagineyou are adetective looking for cluesto solve a mystery.
Your specialty isHISTORICAL MYSTERIES. Today, you have been
hired by Ms. Remi Niscence, whorecentlymovedinto avery old

house, builtin 1881.(Canyoudo the mathto figure outhow

: . Approximate Time:30-45
old her housereallyis?) Over theyears, many families have

livedinthe home, andthey sometimesleftthings behindin 3;:::;:5:

the attic. Ms. Niscence found atrunkup there, full of . Detective Notebook
mysterious artifacts. Therewere also some tags with o MysteryArtifactTags
information about the objects, butthey had fallentothe « Magnifying Glass
bottom ofthe trunk. Everythingisso mixed up thatshe needs (optional)

your help toidentify the objects and find outhow they were * Scissors

used.She hopesyou can help her better understandthelives |+ GlueorTape
ofthe pastresidents of her house. Your missionistoidentify |+ WritingorDrawing
the items and figure outifyou still use similar itemsin ourtime |  >UPPlies

andplace.

« UseyourDetective Notebook sheetstotake acloselookat pictures ofthe
mysterious artifacts RemiNiscence foundin her attic. Notice as many details as
possible. (Ifyou have amagnifying glassit may help!)

« Makeoneormoreobservationsabouteach objectandrecordthemonthe
Notebooksheets.

« Cutoutthetagsand matchthemtotherightartifact. Use glue ortapetoattach
themintherightspot.

« Writeyourfinalideasinthe“CASE CLOSED" section of your Detective Notebook.

« Talkaboutyourfindingswith afamilymember. What object of your ownwould
you save for peopletodiscoverandlearn frommanyyearsfromnow?

SHARE:
« Take pictures ofyour Detective Notebook sheets. Make ashortvideo of yourself
revealingyour findings!

« Postyour picturesonsocialmediawiththe hashtag
#MCMuseumFromHome
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Case: RemiNiscence’s Mystery Trunk
ArtifactTags

:Ten years afterthe Great ChicagoFire, our

: grandmotherbroughtthese from Chicagofor
: ustosee.Shehadfoundthemburiedinthe
1rubble of her burned-outkitchen.Sheand her
:family usedto eatoff of these beforethe

: extreme heatgottothem.

:Itis hardto believethatmyancestorslivedintheir

1 Conestogawagon before theywere able to cutdown
:enough treesto build something like this. Everything
1 theyneeded had to come from their surroundings.
I'They didn't have manytools to work with because a
1wagon headed west filled up pretty fast.

:Ourfamilywassoexcitedwhenwegotoneof :
:these! Eventhoughwe hadverylittle privacyin 1
:ourconversations, itwas still better than having :
jtowalkdowntown to the drugstore! Ouropera- :
:torwasusuaIIyTheIma Lou,andshelovedto I
:passalongaIIthegossipovertheIine. :

|

:WheneverIsmeIIfresh coffee, Ithinkabout all
:the timeIspentpouringbeansintothislittle

: contraptionandturningthatcrank!Itwasa
1reliefwhenthe Chaseand Sanborn Company
: came up withvacuum packed beansalready

: groundup andreadyto brew!
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Case: RemiNiscence’s Mystery Trunk

My favorite artifactis:

Because:

Draw a picture of your favorite artifact:
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Case: RemiNiscence’s Mystery Trunk
~Spoilers~

Itishardtobelieve thatmyancestorslivedin their Conestogawagon before they
were ableto cutdown enoughtreesto build something like this. Everything they
needed had to come fromtheir surroundings. They didn’t have manytools to work
with because awagon headed westfilled up prettyfast.

WheneverIsmell fresh coffee,IthinkaboutallthetimeIspent pouring beans
intothis little contraptionand turning that crank!Itwas areliefwhenthe
Chaseand Sanborn Company came up withvacuum packed beans already
groundup andreadyto brew!

Whatfunwe had playinggameson ourlittle 12-inch portable TV! All of myfriends
were jealous of our console.Iwas the most popular kid ontheblock.Igot pretty good
atPacman and Pong, butmyolder sister could always beat me.

Ourfamilywas so excited whenwe gotone of these! Eventhough we had very
little privacy in our conversations, it was still better than having towalk down-
towntothedrugstore! Our operatorwas usually ThelmaLou, andshelovedto
passalongallthe gossip overtheline.

Tenyears after the Great Chicago Fire, our grandmother broughtthese from Chicago
forustosee.Shehadfoundthemburiedinthe rubble of her burned-outkitchen.She
andherfamily used to eat off of these before the extreme heat gotto them.

Evenwhenthiswasinvented, many high schoolsstillbanned the sportbe-
cause of headinjuries. Teenaged boys can be prettyrough with each other. It
wasn’tuntil 1924 thatthelocal highschool started fielding ateam again.
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