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Create-a-Dino

Doyou have a favoritedinosaur? Why isityour favorite? Materials:
Whatdoyou like aboutit? Have you everwondered howthe e Paperand pencil or cray-
dinosaurs gottheirnames?Forinstance, whatdoes Triceratops ons
mean? The name “Triceratops means “three-horned-face” e Modelingclayor Play-
becausetri=three; cerat=horned; and ops=face (or head). doh (optional)

WeassumethatdinosaursoncelivedinIndianaduringthelf o Globeormapofthe
Mesozoic butwe have no native dinosaur fossils! Thisis dueto world (optional)

glaciersduringthelIce Agethatdestroyed any evidence of
dinosaursleftbehindin our bedrock and sediments.

Scientistsusuallynamedinosaursinthree differentways: by description, by wherethe
skeletonwas found orforafamous person orthe personwho foundit. The Triceratops
horridusis adescription. The Diplodocus carnegiiisnamed after Andrew Carnegie, the early
20th century millionairewho paid forthe expedition that discovered thatdinosaur.
Edmontosaurus annectensis named for Edmonton, Canada, where the skeletonwas found.
Sometimes, dinosaurs canbe named using acombination ofthe methods.

o Usethelistsonthesecond pagetofigure outwhatthedinosaurnamesmean.

o Choosewordsfrom atleasttwo oftheliststocreateanewdinosaurname.

o Chooseoneofthenamesyoucreated anddraw adinosauraccordingtothe description
suggested by the name. You can even make the dinosaur from Play-Doh or clay. Draw as
many dinosaurs as you want!

SHARE:

« Findahomeforyourcreations, likeafridge orbulletinboard!

o Makeupastoryaboutwhereyourdinosaurwasdiscovered.Useamaptolocatean
interesting place foryourdinosaur‘dig.’

« Postpicturesofyouandyourdinosaurdrawing onsocial media using the hashtag
#MCMuseumFromHome.
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Ankylo-fused

Bronto-thunder

Dino-terrible
Diplo-double
Gravi-heavy
Mega-large
Micro -small
Pachy-thick
Plo-armored
Terr-earth
Tri-three
Veloci-fast

Xeno-strange

Derma-skin
Aqua-water
Avi-bird
Cerat-horned
Hemo-blood
Herb - plant
Hydra - water
Pter-wing
Steg-roofed
Styra-spiked
Celer-fast
Vibr-toshake
Plate-flat

Whatdothesedinosaurnames mean?

Tyrannosaurus Rex

Pterodactyl

Brontosaurus

Velociraptor

Cephale-head
Dactyl-fingeror
toe

Ops-headorface
Gnathus-jaw
Nycho-claw
Opter-wing
Pod-foot
Raptor - thief
Rex-king
Saur-lizard

Spher-ball
Tyranno-tyrant

Usewords from atleasttwo ofthelists to create some newdinosaur names:

Example: Gravihemospher-Heavy blood ball




