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CandyRock Cycle

Rocks are some of the oldestthings on earth. In fact, you could
saythattheearthitselfisjusta hugerockwhile everythingelsesitson
it. Rocks do make up the crust ofthe earth, butthere are many types
ofrocks-notjustone.

Thethree maintypes of rock are sedimentary, metamorphic
andigneous. Eachtypeisformedinadifferentway. The rockcycle
describeshoweachtypeofrock hasthe potentialtobecomea
differenttype of rock, whether through weatheringand erosion,
cementation and compaction, heatand pressure, or melting and
cooling.

Knowingtherockcycle helpsusunderstand how our planetis
alwaysrecyclingitself. Besides, it can help you knowwhere the rock
youdugupinyouryard, orfound onvacation, may have once been. Thereisadiagramonthe next
pageto helpyou.

Time:

Approximately 1 hour

Materials:

o Taffy-likecandy, suchas
Starburstsinseveral colors

e Plasticknife

e Waxed paper

e Microwave-safe plateor
bowl

e Spoon

e Microwave

e Hotpad

Rocks can be sorted by the way theywere formed. This activity will helpyou understand how one
type ofrock can changeinto anothertype of rock. Workwith anadult to complete the following
steps:

1. Unwrapfour orfive candies of different colors and use a plastic knife to cuttheminto small
pieces(aboutthesize ofapea). The pieceswillrepresentthe sediment, or particles, thatform
sedimentaryrocks.

2. Gatherthecandy piecesintoaballand gently pressthemtogethertoformonebig“rock”. If
the candieswon'thold together, placeadrop ortwo of water onthem. Pressureishowa
sedimentaryrockisformed overaverylongtime.

3. Putthecandyrockbetweentwo pieces of waxed paper.Useyourhandsto gentlyflattenthe
rock. Ifyou dothis severaltimes, you create ametamorphic “rock.”

4. Setthemetamorphicrockonamicrowave-safe plate orbowland microwaveitfor30seconds.
Usethehotpadtoremoveitfromthemicrowave. BE CAREFUL! The plate or bowlwillget HOT!

5. Gentlystirthe melted candywith aspoon. Whatyou have madeis calledmagma, likethelava
thatspillsfromavolcano.

6. Allowthecandyto coolforatleastfive minutes. The candyis nowanigneous “rock.”

Note: Ifyouweretobreakupthe candyrockintosmallpieces, youwould be startingtherock cycle
alloveragain, BUTDONTDOIT!!l Every experimenthasits limits! The candy will be much harder
to breakup, andthe pieces could explode inthe microwave, instead of melting. Instead, gotothe
internetandread abouttherockcycle.




The Rock Cycle
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Share:

Take pictures of each step of your candy rock cycle and make your own poster, fillinginthe names
ofthetypesofcandyrocksyoumadeandusing the diagramto figure outhow one type of rock
changesintoanother.

Postyour collage onsocial mediawith the hashtag #MCMuseumFromHome.
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